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POLICY STATEMENTRE SIGNINGOF PETITIONSINPARISHES

The Diocesan Policy will be as follows:

1. Parishioners may be invitedto freely sign a petition, providing prior written
consent is given bythe Bishopto those sponsoringthe petition.

2. in the event of signaturesfor El petitionbeing sought, there will be a need for
an explanationby the sponsors of the petitionat the end of Mass before the
congregation retires. Permission for such an expianationwiii be given at the
discretionof the parishpriest.

3. At no time is the freedomof the congregationto worship and come and go to
the parish church to be impededby harassment on the part of those seeking
signatures.

There always needs to be a balance between the freedom that parishioners have a
right to and the opportunity for the Catholic community at large to voice their
combinedopinionaboutjusticeand moralityin our currentsecular society.
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POLICY STATEMENT RE SIGNING OF PETITIONS IN
PARISHES

Thereseemstobesomeconfusionastothepolicyof BishopCainesconcerning
thematterof parishionersbeingaskedtosignpetitionsforvariouscauseson
retiringfromSundayliturgies.

IamledtobelievethatBishopEdwardimposedabanonall petitionsat Parish
churches,althoughtheredoesnotappeartobeanywrittenstatementof this
policy.

To cleartheconfusion,thediocesanpolicyfor thepresentwill beasfollows:

1. Parishionersmaybeaskedtofreelysigna petition,providingprior
writtenconsentisgivenbytheBishoptothosesponsoringthepetition.

2. In theeventof signaturesfora petitionbeingsought,therewill bea need
fora full explanationbythesponsorsof thepetitionattheendof Mass
beforethecongregationretires.

3. At notimeisthefreedomof thecongregationtoworshipandcomeandgo
totheparishchurchwithoutharrassmenttobeimpededbythoseseeking
signatures.

Therealwaysneedstobea balancebetweenthefreedomthatparishioners
havea righttoandtheopportunityfor theCatholiccommunityatlargeto
voicetheircombinedopinionaboutjusticeandmoralityin our currentsecular
society.

Thispolicymaywellchangeata laterdate.It is promulgatedtoovercomea
confusionthatseemstobepresentatthemoment.

Dated:25 November1997

To: All parishPriestsandParishCouncils


